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Working in the shared environment

As a user, you can either be logged on to Statistics Denmark's shared environ-
ment (“Forskermaskinen”) or to a hosted server. This guide describes the setup
you encounter when you are logged on to DST's shared environment.

From remote.dst.dk, you can either log on to a specific application server, such
as SAS or STATA, or to the frontend server (FSE Windows).

You cannot work directly with data on the frontend server. It only provides ac-
cess to the application servers, where analysis software is installed.
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You can use SAS, STATA, SPSS, R and PYTHON on our servers. See the complete

list “Hardware og software p4 Danmarks Statistiks forskermaskiner” (in Danish)
at:

https://www.dst.dk/da/TilSalg/data-til-forskning/analyseplatform/forskerma-
skinen

The SAS, STATA and Python/R servers use Microsoft's “Remote Desktop Con-
nection Broker” technology.

In other words, there is only one icon for each of “SAS”, “STATA” and “Python
& R”, and it connects you to the least heavily loaded server.

You will always be connected to the same server if you already have a discon-
nected session (you clicked the X instead of logging off).

If you have logged off a server, you will instead be connected to the least heavily
loaded server.

1/5


https://www.dst.dk/da/TilSalg/data-til-forskning/analyseplatform/forskermaskinen
https://www.dst.dk/da/TilSalg/data-til-forskning/analyseplatform/forskermaskinen

Access to the same files

E drive

Data delivery

Workspace

Data areas

Our servers use a shared file server. This means that all data is available from
every server.

Data is stored on the E drive. This is a shared disk area that includes, among
other things, the Rawdata, Workdata and Formater folders.
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Data is organised by project number.
A project number consists of 6 digits and begins with 7.

Rawdata

This is where Denmark's Data Portal places data for the relevant project.
E:\Rawdata\<project number>

Data will normally be stored in three subfolders, depending on type.

| Eksterne data
. Grunddata

. Populakion

The data is read-only and can only be modified by Denmark's Data Portal. This
allows us to distinguish delivered datasets from any files created later in the ana-
lysis process.

Workdata

Workdata is the project's workspace.
E:\Workdata\ <project number>

All users associated with the project can read and write data here. Programs,
derived data and final results must all be stored here.

For each project, you define the structure of folders and data in Workdata.
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Data conversion

Data can be converted from one type to another and written to Workdata. Some
analysis software can perform this conversion, for example from SAS to SPSS.

Stat Transfer can also be used to convert most data types.

<+ Stat/Transfer

Transfer |Variab|es| Obsewationsl Optionsl Run F‘rograml Log | About |

Input File Type: ISAS j Ll
File Specification: I j Browse |

QOutput File Type:

File Specification: j Browse |
Save Programm |

Transferl Reset | Help | Exit |

Stat Transfer Command Processor can be used to convert several files at the
same time — in this example, all SAS files in the folder are converted to STATA
files:

N statTransfer Command Processor

e online help
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Formats

Formats

Research Services provides a range of formats and code-to-text tables to all
users.

Click the “DST-Formater” shortcut on the desktop to access an overview of Sta-
tistics Denmark’s formats.

,Q:?SAS Dutput - Windows Internet Explorer

e Ia E:\Formater|Sas Format Pj +y (2 5AS Output % | |

DANMARKS
STATISTIK

SAS-formater til forskere og kundeservice

TIMES variable
Personstatistik
Erhvervsstatistik
Bygning og Boli BR
Grupperinger i Statistikbanken

Nomenklaturer

Uddannelser (forspalter)
Uddannelser (ISCED)

Uddannelser (DUN)

Brancher og standardgrupperinger
Brancher og NACE

DISCO

Sundhed

Geokoder
Kommuner, Regioner/Amter og Landsdele

Vejledning, allnkering 0g andre fi Ityper
Vejledning

Allokering af formatbibliotek (forskermaskiner)
Allokering af formatbibliotek (hostede forskermaskiner)
Allokering af formatbibliotek (Lovmodel)

Allokering af formathibliotek (Dst. medarbejdere)

Her findes SAS formater for Dst. medarbejdere

Indlzes formater i WPS (hostede forskermaskiner)
SPSS

STATA
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Backup
Shared disk area

Restore

Transferring final results

Final analysis results can be transferred to your own computer.

See the guide at:
https://www.dst.dk/en/TilSalg/data-til-forskning/regler-og-datasikker-
hed/regler-for-hjemtagelse-af-analyseresultater

Data backup

A full backup of all servers is created and retained for up to 5 years.
The shared disk area (E drive) uses snapshots, which are created daily.

More information about quickly restoring files is available in the guide "Vejled-
ning til hurtig genskabelse af filer” (in Danish) here:

https://www.dst.dk/da/TilSalg/data-til-forskning/analyseplatform/forskerma-
skinen

The hosted servers use tape backups. Contact Servicedesk@dst.dk if you need
anything restored.

Hosted servers

The general setup on hosted servers is essentially the same as in the shared en-
vironment. There may be exceptions not covered by this guide. Read more at:

https://www.dst.dk/en/TilSalg/data-til-forskning/analyseplatform/hosted-
server

Server restart

All servers are restarted early on Monday mornings. As a result, all users are
automatically logged off once a week. If you have a program that needs to run for
a long time, start it at the beginning of the week so that it has time to finish.

Managing RAM usage on servers

On the application servers in the shared environment, you will automatically be
logged off if your RAM (memory) usage exceeds 250 Gb. If a server has less than
10 % free RAM overall, the user with the highest usage will be logged off, even if
that usage is below 250 GB.

It is therefore very important that you save your code before running your
analyses, because your work is not saved if you are automatically logged off due
to high RAM usage.

For tips on reducing your RAM usage, see the guide “Reduction of RAM” at:
https://www.dst.dk/en/TilSalg/data-til-forskning/analyseplatform/forskerma-

skinen
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